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Pre-AP English II: Course Information and Syllabus

Course Information
Students in this Pre-AP English II course will develop skills in the study of literature and nonfiction through close reading of and writing in a variety of modes for a variety of audiences. Students will delve into the nuances of language in both reading and writing in order to successfully enter the AP Language and Composition class as a junior, and the AP Literature and Composition class as a senior.
Grading Structure

Major Grades-60%  This composition class demands that the importance of writing be reflected in the assessment component.  All final drafts of essays, timed writings, and other tests fall into this category. 

Minor Grades-40%  This category encompasses all multiple choice questions, vocabulary activities, completed writings assessed at a stage other than a final one, analysis and argumentation activities, prewriting, rough drafts, editing and conferencing activities (any steps leading to a larger product), syntax and analysis practice, and informal writing practices fall into this category.

Late Work
For any assignment that is not turned in by the end of the class day on the date it is due, points will be deducted in the following manner:


1 class day late: 20 point deduction


2 class days late: 30 point deduction


3 or more class days late: maximum grade of 50 is assigned

Absences
In the event that a student is absent on the day an assignment is due, the assignment will still need to be turned in to me by the end of the school day. The student may email the assignment to me if needed. Computer problems are not an acceptable excuse for a missing assignment since most of the essays are assigned well in advance of the date they are due.

Class Lessons and Homework
Each week’s projected lessons and assignments can be viewed online at www.weatherfordisd.com.

--Select “Schools” then “Weatherford High School”

--Scroll down to “Online Classrooms” and select the teacher’s name

Option #2: Go directly to http://mrsfolse.weebly.com

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is an unacceptable compromising of the integrity of the student and his/her respect for the ideas and writing of others. Plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment.

Readings
Most larger works of fiction will be furnished to students by the teacher.  The play Othello by Shakespeare will be purchased through me towards the end of the first semester. I encourage the students to buy the other major works we will be reading, but it is not necessary; if the student prefers to purchase his/her own copy of any of the larger works, please see me for more information on obtaining a copy that corresponds with the edition used in class. All nonfiction pieces, poetry, and visuals can be found in the textbook or on copied handouts given to each student, or will be available on the internet.
Essay Guidelines for Outside- of -Class Writing Assignments

These are the guidelines for all writing assignments that are completed outside of class to be turned in for a major grade.  If these standards do not apply, I will indicate that to you at the time of the assignment.

Failure to fulfill the length requirement for any paper will automatically result in a maximum grade of 69.

Rationale for the length requirement of essays: This class is mirrored after a freshman college rhetoric class. A part of that class, and any class from this point on in your academic career, will be to show your ability to maintain the strength of an idea through an extended piece of writing. 

· Cover page:   Your name

· Title of your essay

· Date turned in

When you have a cover page, you DO NOT put a heading on the pages. If you would like to put your last name with the page number in the header, that is fine. The first page of your essay begins one inch from the top of the page.  Your title does not go here, only on the cover page.

· ONE inch margins-top, bottom, left, and right

· double-spaced 

· Times New Roman font style

· 12 point font size

· NO bold 

If the program in which you are typing your essay will not allow you to meet these standards, you need to plan ahead and type your essay in the school computer lab or in the library. 

If you run out of ink or paper, email the essay to afolse@weatherfordisd.com and folsefun@gmail.com to insure that I receive it promptly. 

When using newer versions of Microsoft Office to type your essays, save to a 97-2003 or later Word document if emailing, as our school computers are not compatible with newer versions. 

If you are absent the day an essay is due, your essay must still be turned in to me by the end of the school day or, if emailed, by the evening of the due date.

Syllabus

This is a general guideline of the skills that will be addressed through reading and writing in each six weeks. The larger work that will be read in some units is indicated, but the shorter pieces will vary in selection and number. 
THE POWER OF WORDS…
“Write to be understood, speak to be heard, read to grow…”

~Lawrence Clark Powell
FALL SEMESTER 2013


…To Inspire or Oppress
A study of the rhetorical purpose, audience, and speaker through Animal Farm, speeches, and nonfiction works. Writing will involve structure and crafting of rhetorical analysis, from thesis to evidence and explanation. We will also explore persuasive structure and techniques through analysis and writing.   
…To Discover Our Identity

A study of prose, poetry, and nonfiction spiraled through the reading and analysis of the Coming of Age novel Old School, by Tobias Wolff. The exploration of the novel will encompass the study of works by Robert Frost, Ayn Rand, and Ernest Hemingway, as well as narratives such as Louis Sawaquat’s “For My Indian Daughter,” Dick Gregory’s “Shame,” Sandra Cisneros’s “Salvador Late or Early,” and Gary Soto’s “Fear,” poetry by Billy Collins, and essays by Annie Dillard, Joan Didion,  E.B. White, and Eudora Welty. Writing in this unit will include literary analysis, crafting of modeled texts, original prose and poetry, rhetorical analysis, and persuasion. 
SPRING 2014
THE POWER OF WORDS
“My task, which I am trying to achieve is, by the power of the written word, to make you hear, to make you feel--it is, before all, to make you see.”
~Joseph Conrad, Lord Jim

…To Confront the Truth of Our World

A study of a blend of genres including short fiction, poetry, and nonfiction.  The focus in this unit will be the pattern of literary ideas and themes, as well as symbolic archetypes, and will extend to the rhetorical purpose of each as an assertion about modern society and mankind. The writing here will include literary analysis thesis, evidence, and explanation and the development of thematic, literary persuasive conclusions.
… To Engineer Our Reality
A study of persuasion through drama in Shakespeare’s Othello will drive this unit, incorporating the analysis of other forms of persuasion in nonfiction prose by writers such as Stephanie Ericsson and Niccolò Machiavelli, as well as visual persuasion and media manipulation. Discussions will center around the deconstruction of argument and analysis of persuasive techniques and their effects on particular audiences. Connections across genres and historical contexts will be analyzed, and literary dissection of character, motive, and theme will parallel the analysis of language. Writing will include literary and argumentative analysis, exposition, and original persuasive visuals and prose.
…To Educate Ourselves So That Our Voices Will Be Heard
The evaluation of source information in order to synthesize texts to create original arguments with expository slants is a necessary skill in our information-inundated culture. To be heard in this society, we must know our subjects well, expose ourselves to the varying points of argument, see other perspectives, and use this knowledge to empower us in asserting our own views. The skills here will revolve around the identification and assessment of sources, from written to visual, and the evaluation of those sources for credibility and usefulness in crafting our own ideas. The writing will focus on extrapolation of evidence from texts and synthesis of this information and our ideas to create a cogent argument that examines an issue and forms an opinion based on that examination, as well as appropriate documentation of sources in researched essays.  
…To Explain the Paradoxes of Life
A study of poetry through a thematic compilation of poems about the conflicts we face and the lessons that we learn as we journey toward maturity and beyond. A concrete approach to the abstract beauty of poetry will be practiced, and the analysis skills necessary to understand the sparse language and immense depth of poetry will be exercised. Writing will focus on the literary analysis.

26 August 2013
Dear Parents:

I would like to welcome your child to Pre-AP English II, an introductory course that facilitates the understanding of both literary and nonfiction texts through close reading of and writing in a variety of modes for a variety of audiences.   In the Pre-AP English II classes, reading and writing assignments are completed both inside and outside of class. By Monday morning of each week, you may access on my web page my plans for what we hope to accomplish that week, as well as any long-term assignments that you can expect to see your student working on at home. Your student will be expected to come to class prepared for the day’s activities. 

 Due to the complexity of many of these assignments, as well as the fact that absences occur as a result of illness, extra-curricular involvement, and college visits that take place throughout the year, students sometimes have questions or need assistance with an assignment outside of the school day. I am available before and after school, but with the students’ busy lives, those are not always the most convenient times for them to seek help. In addition to my online classroom web page, I make my home email, as well as my cell phone number (available in the classroom), accessible to students for the purpose of clarifying instruction and seeking assistance on assignments outside of the traditional school day. 

Please sign below and indicate that you have received the syllabus and course information, whether you give permission for your students’ work and photograph to appear on my web page, and whether you give your student permission to communicate with me via my home email address, text messaging, or phone. Have your student return the lower portion of this form to me by Friday, August 30th.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to work with your student. I look forward to a successful and enjoyable year.

Sincerely,

Andrea Folse
Pre-AP English II/English II Inclusion
School email: afolse@weatherfordisd.com      School phone: 817-598-2858 ext. 3604
Online classroom: www.weatherfordisd.com; School Websites, Weatherford High School, Online Classrooms, Andrea Folse
Tutorial Times: Wednesday, 7:30-8:00 am and 4:00-4:30 pm, or by appointment      
Home email: folsefun@gmail.com     

Please complete, sign, and CUT HERE:  Retain the preceding information for your records. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Name _________________________________________   Date _____________________________
______I have received a copy of the course introduction, grading policy, essay guidelines, and syllabus for Pre-AP English II.

______ I give my student permission to communicate with Mrs. Folse via email, text messaging, and telephone for academic purposes. 

______ I give Mrs. Folse permission to communicate with me, the parent, via text messaging. 
Parent Signature ___________________________________Printed Name ____________________________ _________
